HOW TO MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR TUTORING SESSIONS

Your tutor should be seen as a mentor. They are there to assist you in learning how to think and problem solve in mathematics. 

It is appropriate to ask your tutor to: 

· Help you determine your strengths and weaknesses in mathematics.

· Look over your topic outline and help you to predict on what material you will need to focus during your tutoring session.

· Explain difficult concepts to you.

· Assist you in applying particular concepts. 

It is not appropriate to ask your tutor to: 

· Do your homework for you.

· Explain concepts or skills that you have not attempted to learn or understand on your own prior to the tutoring session.

· Tell you what's going to be on a test.

Preparing for your session

Prior to attending your tutoring session:
· Review and attempt to understand the concepts covered for the relevant week.
· Attempt all homework problems. Complete what you can do on your own. 
· Determine what you understand and what you don't understand.
· Prepare questions for your tutor. Identify aspects of the topic that you want to work on with your tutor. 
· Bring your Maths text book, an exercise book and a pen to use during tutoring sessions

Suggestions for making the most of your session
Use terminology introduced in class during your tutoring session. 
A mathematician talks like a mathematician. 

Ask your tutor to explain a difficult concept to you.

Listen to your tutor's explanation. You hear how your tutor goes about problem solving.

Question when explanations or parts of explanations are not yet clear. The more specific the question the better. Try to target exactly what doesn't make sense to you.

Explain concepts back to your tutor in your own words. Your tutor will hear your thinking and guide you accordingly. It is not enough to say "Oh yeah, now I get it..."

Keep track of work done in your tutoring sessions for later reference. 

· Take notes on your tutor's explanations. Write down explanations in an exercise book (especially to be used for tutoring sessions). Expand explanations as your understanding of material deepens.

· Draw concept maps and diagrams of concepts and explanations—especially if you are a visual learner. Explain your map to your tutor. 
· Later, combine your tutoring notes with your class notes. Use these for later reference when completing homework problems, reviewing, or preparing for a test. 
· Ask your tutor to give you opportunities to practice in front of her. PRACTICE DOES MAKE...IMPROVEMENT. 
· Know that your tutor is on your side and wants you to succeed. So don't be afraid to ASK, ASK, ASK as many times as you need to understand. Use other resources for additional explanations including another classmate or your Maths teacher. 
Remember: This is your tutoring session. No two learners are exactly alike...seize the opportunity and use your tutoring session to accomplish your own particular goals/address your own particular learning needs.
